APPENDIX E

PRIORITIZATION OF SUBWATERSHEDS FOR
POTENTIAL CONSERVATION EMPHASIS



Systematic Identification of Priority Subwatersheds within the Mohawk Watershed

Abundant scientific literature points to the importance of geographic focal areas in watershed
restoration and aquatic conservation, but no such areas had been identified previously for the
Mohawk watershed. We used a systematic ranking procedure to identify five subwatersheds
within the Mohawk system that would be good candidate areas for focused efforts to improve
water quality and create habitat strongholds for cutthroat trout and other aquatic species. The
procedure emphasized watersheds with high public ownership (to build on existing conservation
efforts) and areas that had relatively higher watershed sensitivity in combination with relatively
less disturbed forest conditions (to capture sensitive watershed areas with less recent

disturbance).

Our procedure ranked each of the 19 subwatersheds of the Mohawk for three indicators of
sensitivity, two indicators of forest condition, and percent public ownership. We then calculated
a priority score for each subwatershed that was the average of its mean rank for the sensitivity
indicators, its mean rank for the forest condition indicators, and its double-weighted rank for
percent public ownership. The resultant priority scores for subwatersheds were then arrayed
from lowest to highest, with low scores identifying potential focal or emphasis areas (Table E1).

The five subwatersheds with the lowest (and thus best) priority scores were Cash, Shotgun,
McGowan, Cartwright, and Parsons.
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