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Instream Habitat Improvements to Help Native Fish
Deer Creek Project
Nearing Completion
Deer Creek flows into the upper
McKenzie River downstream of
Olallie Campground near river mile
80. It was once the home of
spawning spring Chinook salmon.
Rainbow trout continue to spawn in
the creek, and a few foraging bull
trout have found their way into
these waters. Until recently, lower
Deer Creek was significantly
degraded. Large wood had been
removed, berms were built to
channelize the creek, and the stream
bed consisted of large cobble and
boulders with little spawning gravel
and few large deep pools
In 2016, the US Forest Service and
the watershed council partnered to
implement a restoration project on
the lower portion of Deer Creek. The
intent was to resort natural
processes that create and maintain
diverse habitat for fish and wildlife.
Constraining berms were removed
and material redistributed within
the incised mainstem channel. Large
wood was added over the 1.1-mile
project area throughout 35 acres of
floodplain.
Initial results have already been
remarkable. High flows during the
past winter transported, sorted and
deposited gravels around logjams
and over the floodplain. Multiple
channels and deep pools have

Post—project 2016
formed providing diverse habitat for
fish. Beaver are now active, and
native vegetation is reestablishing
throughout the floodplain.

This fall, the project will be
completed by pulling additional
stream-adjacent trees into the creek
to provide “key” pieces of large
wood to help retain gravel, form
pools and enhance the stability of
previously placed large wood.
Funding for the project was
provided by the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board, the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s
“Bring Back the Natives” program,
EWEB, the Mt. Hood/Willamette

Pre-project 2015
National Forest Resource Advisory
Committee, the Western Native
Trout Initiative and the Willamette
National Forest.
The project can be easily seen from
the McKenzie River Trail footbridge
over Deer Creek and from various
locations along Deer Creek Rd (NF
Road 2654). Take a look!

McKenzie Watershed
Council Partners
8 At-Large Residents
Association of Northwest Steelheaders
Bureau of Land Management
City of Eugene

Events Calendar
We welcome the public at our Council meetings and public tours. Our Council
Meetings provide a forum to discuss issues and activities related to
watershed stewardship. Please visit our website at www.mckenziewc.org,
our Facebook page, or call us at 458-201-8150 to get information on
upcoming events.
Aug. 10

Deer Creek& South Fork Project tour

City of Springfield
Eugene Water & Electric Board
HJ Andrews Experimental Forest
International Paper
Lane County
McKenzie Flyfishers
McKenzie Guides Association
McKenzie River Trust

Sept. 14

Council Meeting 5:00 p.m., Weyerhaeuser, Springfield

Sept. 18-29

Salmon Watch field trips at McKenzie spawning channel

Sept 23

Salmon Celebration (Look for updates on our website!)

Oct. 12

Annual Council Planning Meeting, HJ Andrews EF, Blue River

Nov. 9

Council Meeting 5:00 pm., McKenzie Fire & Rescue, Leaburg

McKenzie School District
Mohawk Watershed Partnership
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
Rice Family Farms
Upper Willamette Soil & Water Conservation
District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Forest Service
Weyerhaeuser Company
Wildish Sand & Gravel Company

Dec. 14

Council Meeting 5:00 p.m., Weyerhaeuser, Springfield

Contact Us

Oct 30-Nov 22 Salmon Watch field trips at Whittaker Creek

River Clean-up 2017
It was another great year at the McKenzie River
Clean Up. Over 80 volunteers removed trash
and debris from over 60 stream miles, including
54 land-based areas along the McKenzie River.
We’d like to thank all of the volunteers that
helped make it a great success. Additionally,
thank you to our donors that helped us show our
appreciation at the BBQ following including
Ninkasi Brewing, REI, Cabela’s, BiMart, Laurel
Mountain Farm, Starbucks, and 100 Mile Bakery.

Address: PO Box 70166
442 A Street Springfield, OR 97475
Phone: 458-201-1850
Website: www.mckenziewc.org

Staff Email:
Larry Six, Executive Director
coordinator@mckenziewc.org
Jared Weybright, Director of Restoration and
Education projects@mckenziewc.org
Amanda Gilbert, Director of Operations and
Development administration@mckenziewc.org
Jennifer Weber, Projects Coordinator
jennifer@mckenziewc.org
Justin Demeter, Education Coordinator
education@mckenziewc.org

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter!

August
Project Tour
Join us for a tour of
instream and
floodplain restoration
projects. We will tour
the work completed
at Deer Creek, and the
planned project site
on the South Fork on
August 10, 2017.
Attendees will meet
on Deer Creek Road
(NF Road 2654)at
10am. Carpools will
depart from
Springfield at
approximately 8:30,
please RSVP by
calling us at 458-2018150 no later than
August 7.

Donations help!
Thank you to the generous donors who gave to the McKenzie Watershed
Alliance over the past year. Your tax deductible donations support the work
we do to carry out our mission. The Alliance is a nonprofit organization that
supports the work of the McKenzie Watershed Council. Donations are taxdeductible. For more information on giving, please contact Amanda Gilbert
at 458-201-8150 or administration@mckenziewc.org.
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The “Middle” McKenzie:
Up Next!
The “middle” McKenzie River from
Quartz Creek upstream to Horse
Creek contains a wide floodplain
that offers excellent opportunities to
greatly expand floodplain
connectivity and enhance habitat for
native species. Channel complexity
and the presence of side channels
have been shown to increase
biodiversity and the productivity of
salmonids. With this in mind, the
McKenzie River Trust , US Forest
Service and watershed council have
recently begun collaborating on
planning and restoration designs
within the “middle” McKenzie River.
The US Forest Service is nearing
completion of planning and design
work for a large-scale restoration
project on the lower four miles of the
South Fork McKenzie River below
Cougar Dam. The lower South Fork
has been significantly impacted by the
presence of the dam, placement of
berms and levees, and the removal of
instream wood.
Similar to the smaller-scale Deer
Creek Project, the intent of the South
Fork Project is to restore natural
processes which will create and
maintain habitat over time by
removing berms, placing fill within
incised channels, adding large wood

throughout the floodplain, upgrading
culverts, and decommissioning roads.
The watershed council is working
with the USFS to fund the South Fork
Project and assist with aspects of
design, planning and outreach. Phase I
will cover the lower two miles and
approximately 400 acres downstream
of the Road 19 (Aufderheide) bridge.
Phase I is expected to begin in 2018 or
2019 with Phase II to follow in 2021
or 2022.

The McKenzie River Trust’s Finn Rock
Reach property includes an extensive
network of side channels and the
lower portion of Elk Creek. Current
planning is examining the potential to
remove culverts and a roadway that
prohibit side channels from braiding
and a restoration solution for a 10acre shallow gravel pond. There are
also opportunities to enhance habitat
complexity in Elk Creek and McKenzie
River side channels through the
addition of large wood.

Lower South Fork McKenzie Floodplain
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Education Extra
WATERS Program
The McKenzie Watershed Council is excited to announce the
expansion of its field-based education program: Watershed Action
Teams for Education, Restoration and Stewardship (WATERS).
The WATERS program has grown from established team-based
programs with the Springfield Public School’s WELL Project, and
McKenzie School District’s SPARC! Program to a partnership with the
Coast Fork Willamette Watershed Council and schools from Cottage
Grove and Creswell. Starting in the 2017-18 school year over 320
secondary school students, from 19 schools in six school districts in
the Upper Willamette region will
participate in the program.
This regional approach leverages
partnerships to create opportunities
for new schools to participate and
allows for multiple efficiencies .
High school teams will focus on
monitoring water quality and
stream habitat assessment projects
designed in partnership with local
utilities and government agencies.
Students will present their results at
annual conference starting in 2018.
Middle school teams will engage in
riparian restoration projects in
partnership with private
landowners, public agencies and
municipalities while participating in
a range of field ecology lessons.

Salmon Watch Update

Announcing our new
Executive Director
We are pleased to announce that Jared
Weybright has been selected to replace
Larry Six, the retiring Executive Director of
the McKenzie Watershed Alliance and
Coordinator of the McKenzie Watershed
Council. The appointment is effective
October 1, 2017. Jared has served the
watershed council for 13 years leading the
development and implementation of
numerous habitat restoration and
education projects in the McKenzie Subbasin.
“Jared will provide excellent leadership
skills, has considerable knowledge of
restoration and education needs, and is
well acquainted with landowners in the
watershed,” said Larry Six. The transition is
expected to be nearly seamless.
Larry has served as executive director for
over 10 years and plans to stay in Eugene
and catch up on fishing.

Spring chinook salmon are returning to the McKenzie River and that means it’s almost time for Salmon Watch. Salmon
Watch is a field-based program which provides local middle and high school students the opportunity to view wild
salmon spawning while participating in a variety of hands-on stream-side activities.
The McKenzie Watershed Council has organized and led Salmon Watch field trips in Lane County since 2012 in
partnership with EWEB, Bureau of Land Management, McKenzie Flyfishers, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife,
numerous volunteers, and over 20 schools from eight local school districts. Approximately 35 Salmon Watch field trips
involving over 1,400 local students and 60 volunteers will take place in
late September on the McKenzie River and during November at
Whitaker Creek in the Siuslaw River Watershed.
Volunteer educators lead field stations focused on riparian ecosystems,
aquatic macroinvertebrates, water quality and salmon biology. Trainings
for new volunteers are scheduled for August and October. New
volunteers are welcome and encouraged to contact Justin at 458-2018150 or education@mckenziewc.org. Field trips start on Sept. 15, 2017.
Donations to support Salmon Watch are welcome, and trip
sponsorship opportunities are available.
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