
 

AGENDA 

McKenzie Watershed Council 

Thursday, June 9th, 2022 

5:05 – 6:45 p.m. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86020889962?pwd=WGlCQUI3dlVIQU5jZmowa0hwWWxtZz09 

 

1. Approval of Agenda and Zoom Logistics       5:05 - 5:10  

Facilitator: Chase Antonovich  

Action Requested - Approve agenda  

 

2. Approval of May 12th Meeting Minutes       5:10 - 5:15  

Attachment: May Meeting Minutes  

Action Requested – Approve May meeting minutes.  

 

3. Lara Colley, Master Thesis Presentation       5:15 – 5:55  

Lara Colley, Council Staff, will be presenting her recently completed OSU Master of Natural Resources 

capstone presentation, “A Review and Recommendations for Assessing Floodplain Vegetation Recovery 

Following Stage 0 and Beaver Dam Analog Restorations in the Pacific Northwest.” 

Presentation and Q/A Information Only  

 

4. Partner Updates and Public Comment       5:55 – 6:25  

Information Only  

 

5. Staff Updates          6:25 – 6:45  

Information Only  

 

 

Upcoming Meeting Schedule  

• September 8th, 2022: Council BBQ and Open House 

 

Contact: Jared Weybright, 458-201-8150, jared@mckenziewc.org, www.mckenziewc.org 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86020889962?pwd=WGlCQUI3dlVIQU5jZmowa0hwWWxtZz09


McKenzie Watershed Council  

Meeting Minutes 

May 12th, 2022 

Virtual Meeting 

 

Present: Commissioner John Barofsky (EWEB), Brian Brazil (International Paper), Commissioner Heather 

Buch (Lane County), Darren Cross (USFS), Nate Day (McKenzie Schools), Arlene Dietz (Rice Farms), Susan 

Fricke (EWEB), Chad Helms (USACE), David Kretzing (Resident Partner), Ralph Perkins (UWSWCD), Will 

Rutheford (Resident Partner), Mark Schulze (HJ Andrews), Emily Semple (City of Eugene), Wade Stampe 

(Resident Partner), Dave Thomas (McKenzie Fly Fishers), Nancy Toth (EWEB), Kelly Wood (Wildish), Sue 

Zeni (Resident Partner), Jeff Ziller (ODFW)  

1. Approval of Agenda and Zoom Logistics 

Arlene Dietz motioned to approve May 12th meeting agenda. Agenda approved as written, all Partners 

showing consensus level 3.  

2. Approval of April 14th Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner John Barofsky motioned to approve the April 14th meeting minutes. Meeting minutes 

approved as written, all partners showing consensus level 3. 

3. McKenzie Valley Long Term Recovery Group 

Marilyn Cross, Treasurer of the McKenzie Valley Long Term Recovery Group (MVLTRG), presented an 

overview of the MVLTRG. Ms. Cross provided background on the organization, including details on what 

a long-term recovery group does, and how community needs are assessed. Ms. Cross then provided 

findings from the McKenzie valley, outlining demographics of those affected by the Holiday Farm Fire 

(HFF). 

Arlene Dietz commented that there has been a lot of discussion surrounding the obstacles faced by 

those looking to rebuild and asked if these stem from the County permitting process. Ms. Cross 

responded that there indeed have been more obstacles than anticipated, including the increased price 

of manufactured homes and the timespan needed to obtain permits for these homes. She continued 

that progress is being made in working through these issues, although there is a massive number of 

resources required to do so.  

Commissioner John Barofsky asked if the recovery group is seeing a decrease in the number of public 

and private donations now that we are a few years out from the fire. Ms. Cross responded that although 

there is still money coming in, it has decreased. She continued that right now federal funds are 

desperately needed to fill in the gaps. Organizations such as the United Way and the Ford Family 

Foundation have been instrumental in continuing to fund this work. Ms. Cross reiterated that as 

recovery funds are reaching their end, that state and federal funds will become more important going 

forward.  

Commissioner Heather Buch commented that she would like to first thank Ms. Cross and the Long Term 

Recovery Group for all that they continue to do, noting that many volunteers have personally been 

affected by the fires. Commissioner Buch continued that she would like to add to Ms. Dietz’s question 



that the County is working through an enormous amount of red tape in trying to expedite the rebuilding 

process. She noted that there are numerous barriers, such as the number of available general 

contractors resulting in survivors acting as their own contractor and then realizing how complicated the 

process is to rebuild outside of city limits. Ms. Buch continued that as she continues to work with the 

legislature it has become apparent that land use rules make affordable housing outside of city limits 

nearly impossible. 

4. Partner Updates

David Ketzing reported that he is in the process of scheduling geology-based field trips with Nate Day 

and McKenzie Schools. 

Commissioner Heather Buch reported that this week the Board of County Commissioners approved $3 

million of American Rescue funds for community grants. She continued that they have added eligibility 

categories and included an equity lens.  

Commissioner John Barofsky reported that EWEB recently held their upriver meeting at Leaburg Fire and 

Rescue. Mr. Barofsky continued that he attended the Deer Creek tour last week and is glad EWEB can be 

a part of that work. Lastly, he noted that EWEB plans to take a group of elected officials on a float trip 

next week to keep them informed about the fire recovery and restoration work that is ongoing.  

Nancy Toth reported that EWEB now has LIDAR available for the entire McKenzie watershed. She 

continued that it was flown last April, and funded by the USGS. Ms. Toth continued that they held a 

public naturescaping workshop last Monday where Firewise principals were discussed.  

Susan Fricke reported that EWEB’s Consumer Confidence report is going out to the media next week, 

where they will highlight the McKenzie’s excellent water quality and how they met all regulatory 

standards. Ms. Fricke continued that EWEB plans to use the opportunity to talk about their source water 

efforts and how it ties into the health of the watershed.  

Darren Cross reported that the USFS is working on reducing road closures and that they plan to reopen 

their office June 6th. He continued that FS RD-19 postfire danger reduction is ongoing, and they are on 

target to get it back open by June 3rd.  

Jeff Ziller reported that the ODFW office is open to the public as of last Monday. Mr. Ziller continued 

that they have a crew of 4 staff members scheduled to run the fish sorter at Leaburg beginning Monday, 

noting that the sorter will be operated 7 days a week, from June through mid-July. Lastly Mr. Ziller 

added that salmon and steelhead counts over Willamette Falls have been low so far due to high water 

and cool temperatures.  

Arlene Dietz reported that Rice Farms is thankful for the recent rains. She noted that her neighbor 

inquired about getting involved in naturescaping but did not know where to find information about the 

program. Nancy Toth commented that all naturescaping materials are available for download via the 

PWP website.  

Ralph Perkins reported that the UWSWCD has hired a new staff member to work in forestry and fire 

prevention. 



Chad Helms reported that most reservoirs in the Willamette project are full or nearly full with the 

exception of those being drawn down for litigation. He continued that Cougar and Fall Creek fish 

facilities are now in operation with 3 bull trout and 1 chinook at Cougar and 75 winter steelhead at Fall 

Creek.  

Kelly Wood reported that Wildish will be attending the LCC job fair. She added that 17 schools and 350 

kids have committed and that the job fair is open to the public. 

5. Staff Updates

Jennifer Weber reported that the Pure Water Partnership has engaged over 200 landowners through 

the watershed stewardship pipeline. Ms. Weber continued that there is currently a dozen people on the 

waitlist as new project managers are brought into the program. She continued that crews are currently 

in the middle of mulching and manual invasive management for scotch broom and English ivy. Ms. 

Weber continued that staff is preparing for phase IV of Deer Creek, while also having just wrapped up 

hazard tree work on Gate Creek.  

Jared Weybright reported that the Council is still working on securing a new office location in downtown 

Springfield. Lastly he added that the Council is bringing on 2 paid interns to assist with naturescaping 

design work.  

Meeting adjourned, 6:45pm. 
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McKenzie Watershed Council 
Directors Report  
June 2022 
 
1. Operations 

Office 

The Council has secured a new office at 180 West A, Bldg. D, Springfield OR 97477. We signed a 3-year 
lease on June 1 and will be moving in early July once minor repairs are complete. The office is in the 
Island Park Professional Center, between Island Park and Mill Street. Access to the center is off A or B 
Street. It is just down the block from the old office. The space is just over 3,000 square feet with eight 
offices, at least four of which are a suitable size for double occupancy. There is also space in the lobby 
that could serve for open workstations if needed. The reception area will likely serve as the conference 
room. Downstairs there is a large storage area, a small room that may serve as a utility room, and a nice 
breakroom with a kitchenette. There is plenty of parking in the front and back of the building. We are 
excited to have a physical space again and delighted to return to downtown Springfield. Please stay 
tuned for an open house later in the summer! 
 
Staff 
This summer, the MWC is working through Pure Water Partners to offer two seasonal internships. The 
positions will run from June to September and focus on landscape design for residential areas properties 
enrolled in the Pure Water Partners. Landscape designs will follow Naturescaping design principles that 
focus on incorporating native plants and minimal impacts in residential areas to protect water quality 
and enhance native fish and wildlife habitats. Our recruitment focused on the University of Oregon 
Landscape Architecture program. Welcome, Vanessa Taylor and Cameron Coronado! 
 
Council Meetings and Tours 
We will be taking a break from monthly meetings in July and August. The September meeting will likely 
be a social gathering outdoors with a BBQ or meal. As conditions allow, the October meeting will likely 
be an internal planning meeting held in person. Instead of a regular meeting schedule, this summer, 
staff will be working with various partners to facilitate a series of tours. The Council Outreach 
Committee will meet later in June to further develop tours and a fall meeting schedule. Please stay 
tuned for further information.  
 
McKenzie Watershed Alliance Board 
The Alliance Board recently voted to increase from five to seven members. The additional members will 
enhance opportunities for participation on the Board and help alleviate quorum challenges that the 
Board has recently experienced. The Board appointed the two new Board members, Dave Kretzing and 
Wade Stampe, per the Alliance By-laws, which allow for the addition of members outside of the 5-
person Executive Committee appointed by the Council Partners. I realize that this is a confusing 
governance structure and plan to review it at the October planning meeting. The current Alliance Board 
of Directors roster is  

• Arlene Dietz, MWA Board President and MWC Executive Committee Member 
• Ralph Perkins, MWA Board Treasurer and MWC Executive Committee Member 
• Karl Morgenstern, MWA Board Secretary and MWC Executive Committee Member 
• Kelly Wood, MWA Board and MWC Executive Committee Member 
• Sue Zeni, MWA Board and MWC Executive Committee Member 
• Dave Kretzing, MWA Board 
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• Wade Stampe, MWA Board
Website and Logo 
We began work on a new website and will start providing updated content for the contractor in June. 
The redesign process should take 1-2 months. In addition, we now have a new logo, courtesy of 
Bema Creative Studio. If you would like a jpeg and please get in touch with Chase.  

2. Education Program

We are moving forward with plans to resume Salmon Watch field trips to the Upper McKenzie River and 
Whittaker Creek in the Siuslaw River Sub-basin in September and November 2022. Emma Garner, the 
Education Coordinator at the Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council, will run the program in 2022 
through the Upper Willamette Stewardship Network's collaborative framework. This is an exciting 
example of the shared programing model we hope to implement for select projects throughout the 
Upper Willamette. This spring, the same cooperative structure allowed the MWC to maintain programs 
with three school districts (McKenzie Community School, Marcola, and Springfield).  

If you are interested in supporting Salmon Watch financially or volunteering, please contact Jared. 

3. Restoration Program
The Pure Water Partners are working with over 200 landowners enrolled in various project stages. There
are currently seven project managers (four from MWC and three from the UWSWCD) managing work on
20-40 properties each. There are currently 10-15 landowners on a waitlist for the program. Balancing
operational capacity and project coordination has been an increasing challenge for the program.

Final planning for in-stream restoration work on Deer Creek and North Fork Gate Creek is underway by 
the MWC, USFS, and BLM. The Deer Creek Phase 4 project will begin in June and run through early July. 
The Gate Creek project will occur later in the summer.  

4. Regional Partnerships
The Upper Willamette Stewardship Network continues to meet and plan for increased regional
collaboration. A recent OWEB application to support the development of a regional strategic action plan
was successful. Within one planning effort, the project will bring together habitat restoration and
conservation priorities from the four local watershed councils, McKenzie River Trust, and Friends of
Buford Park. The goal is to use the planning effort to position the UWSN for extensive restoration
funding grants through OWEB's Focus Investment Program. The Alliance will administer the grant.

The Urban Waters and Wildlife Program is also continuing to gain momentum. The program focuses on 
stormwater retrofits with local businesses and has 3-4 pilot sites in Springfield. This is one of the 
potential presentations to the Council next fall.  
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